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1901 


December 19, 1901 


“To the Pacific Union Conference” Pacific Union Recorder, 1, 11, pp. 3, 4. 


ATJ 


[This article was written especially for the California Conference, 
but, since it was so timely, it has been adapted to the Pacific Union 
Conference, for use during the week of prayer—ED.JPUR 
December 19, 1901, page 3.1 


Dear Brethren and Sisters: The Lord is coming. This is certain. All 
things, in the world and in the church, show that His coming is near, 
even at the doors. Thus we know that the day of the Lord is near. It 
is near, and hasteth greatly. Even the voice of the day of the Lord 
itself can now be heard by all whose ears the Lord has opened. 
This is the truth. We profess to believe that all this is the truth. Our 
denominational name certifies that we believe all this to be the truth, 
and that we are waiting and watching for the Lord’s soon 
coming.PUR December 19, 1901, page 3.2 


Yet it is only to deal fairly and truly to say, and to say in all Christian 
tenderness and consideration, that the Seventh-day Adventists of 
the Pacific Union Conference are no more prepared to meet the 
Lord than they are prepared to fly this minute. And this for the 
simple reason that they are not diligently and carefully seeking to be 
prepared. Whosoever diligently, carefully, and conscientiously, and 
according to his light, seeks to be prepared to meet the Lord, is 
prepared to meet the Lord; that very sincerity and purpose of heart 
will always find in God and from God the preparation that is needed 
to meet Him in peace.PUR December 19, 1901, page 3.3 


Now | am not judging in saying that our people in this conference 
are not prepared to meet the Lord; it is not said in any spirit of 
judging; it is said altogether in sorrow, and because our experience 
amongst the people has compelled recognition of the sad truth that 
it is so. But it need not be so. God has made abundant provision by 
which every one of us shall be fully prepared to meet Him at His 





3 


coming, whensoever that may be. And the only preparation that any 
person ever will need, or ever can have, to meet the Lord in perfect 
peace at His coming, or at any other time, is simply to receive and 
retain the provision that God has made that we may be 
prepared.PUR December 19, 1901, page 3.4 


The truth of the third angel’s message is the only thing that will 
prepare anybody to meet the Lord in peace when He comes in the 
clouds of heaven. Yet it is stating only the sober truth to say that by 
such a great number that it seems to be a majority of our people in 
this conference, that gracious message with its precious saving 
truths is slighted and is actually counted of less worth than are the 
things and the ways of this doomed and perishing world. My dear 
brethren and sisters, this will never do; these things ought not so to 
be. Come now, and let us see to it that this condition shall be 
entirely changed.PUR December 19, 1901, page 3.5 


Provision is even now made that this change shall be 
accomplished. The week of prayer is at hand. Let it be indeed a 
week of prayer and genuine true-hearted consecration of body, 
soul, and spirit to God in seeking the right way—the way of the 
Lord. The week of prayer has been allowed to be too much of a 
mere formal and listless course of things for a week. That this is so 
is of itself evidence that the truth and reality of the third angel’s 
message have been slighted and neglected, and that the people 
are not prepared for the coming of the Lord; for how could that 
unpreparedness be more plainly shown than in a slackness or 
formalism in prayer? PUR December 19, 1901, page 3.6 


The message that is committed to us, the message which we have 
professedly received, and which we professedly believe, is a 
message that is to be preached to “every nation and kindred and 
tongue and people.” As certainly as that is so, so certainly every 
person who receives and believes that message also accepts the 
obligation to do all that lies in his power always to cause that 
message to reach every nation and kindred and tongue and people 
at the earliest possible day. The annual week of prayer is a double 
means of accomplishing this obligation that is accepted by every 
person who accepts that message; first, in the seeking, through 
earnest prayer and consecration, for a deeper knowledge of God 





and of Jesus Christ, whom He has sent, and a broader view of the 
truth and the work of God which are committed to us for the world; 
and, second, in the making of a special offering from the means 
which the Lord has given to us in the year. Thus by our gaining a 
deeper and broader knowledge of God and of His truth and work, 
which are committed to us, and by our making of a special offering 
of the means with which the Lord has blessed us in the year, the 
week of prayer, rightly used, is but a double means of our 
accomplishing the very thing for which alone we are in the world,— 
the giving to every nation and kindred and tongue and people, at 
the earliest possible day, the blessed message which is given to us 
for that purpose. Then how could there be a clearer contradiction 
than a formal, listless week of prayer by a people who believe a 
message of God that is due, yes, even overdue, to every nation and 
kindred and tongue and people? A formal, listless week of prayer by 
a people who profess to believe such a message as that, would be 
the clearest possible evidence that they did not believe that 
message at all. As certainly as a people believe that message, so 
certainly their week of prayer, and every other season of prayer, will 
never be either formal or listless, but instead will be effectual and 
fervent.PUR December 19, 1901, page 3.7 


The time has come. This whole question is being decided by each 
soul. Do we believe our heaven-given message, or do we not? The 
week of prayer will surely tell. Oh, let it tell to both heaven and earth 
that we do believe that heaven-sent message which is due from us, 
by being due from God with us, to every nation and kindred and 
tongue and people.PUR December 19, 1901, page 4.1 


Alonzo T. Jones. 





1902 


March 13, 1902 


“To the People of the California S. D. A. Conference” Pacific Union 
Recorder, 1, 16, pp. 1-8. 


ATJ 


Dear Brethren: At the annual meeting of the California Conference, 
in June, 1901, you chose to place upon me the responsibility of the 
presidency of this conference. For this reason there is due to you 
from me a report of conditions and work in your conference. | 
herewith present it.PUR March 13, 1902, page 1.1 


At the close of the annual camp-meeting ten days were spent with 
the conference workers in studying and carrying forward the work of 
reorganization that had been begun in the annual meeting. Because 
of its being necessary for me to meet appointments outside of the 
conference—in the east and north—lI did not really get to work in 
California till August 27. Then | began with the college and church- 
teachers institute at Healdsburg, August 27 to September 12. In this 
time the college board met almost daily to consider the interests of 
this institution. PUR March 13, 1902, page 1.2 


HEALDSBURG COLLEGE 


Healdsburg College was established to be a Christian school; to be 
conducted upon Christian principles only. The present board 
decided positively, first of all, that the college should be conducted 
strictly upon the Christian principles which it was founded to 
represent, or else not be conducted at all—this for the reason that if 
this college is to be conducted as are the colleges of the world and 
to give a worldly education, then it is not needed at all; the time, 
means, and effort spent can be employed to far better advantage; 
and, besides, it is not fair to the youth who might attend, because a 
worldly institution can give a worldly education far better than can 
one that professes to be Christian and is worldly.kPUR March 13, 
1902, page 1.3 





As Christianity means work (John 5:17; 2 Thessalonians 3:10), 
work is an essential of a Christian school; an essential of Christian 
education; and all honest employment is equally honorable and 
equally Christian (Titus 3:74, margin). Accordingly, next it was 
decided that every appropriate trade that could possibly be brought 
in, should be brought in as soon as possible. This action by the 
board was particularly necessary because this college was then 
farther behind in the use of the trades than it was fourteen years 
ago.PUR March 13, 1902, page 1.4 


Fourteen years ago, the last school year that | was here before 
leaving the state, the college had a blacksmith shop and a shoe 
shop with tent-making and printing, also farming. At this meeting of 
the board last September we found that there was no shoe shop, 
and the blacksmith shop had been annihilated several years before; 
the bellows was in an attic, the anvil was in the engine room, some 
of the tools were scattered everywhere, the rest of them were 
nowhere, and the shop itself was crammed full of cord-wood. In 
those years—four years ago—broom-making had been brought in. 
Since the opening of the present school year a blacksmith and 
wagon and buggy repairing shop has been set up, well equipped, 
and with a first-class Christian blacksmith in charge. Also painting, 
not only house painting but carriage painting as well, as a regular 
trade, has been established, with a thoroughly competent leader 
and instructor in charge. A good Christian shopmaker, able to teach 
his trade to others; also a good Christian carpenter, live, active, 
intelligent, and thorough in the trade and able to teach it—these two 
are especially wanted now. We have been trying to get them, but so 
far have found none. As the school stands to-day, the trades and 
occupations that are actually in operation, in which work and 
instruction are given daily to the students, are: Cooking, dress- 
making, blacksmithing, printing, painting, tent-making, farming, 
broom-making, nursing. The trades that are wanted just now are 
carpentry, shoemaking, baking, upholstery, of the strictly Christian 
sort.PUR March 13, 1902, page 1.5 


Further: Since work is an essential of Christianity, and so of 
Christian education, the board decided that we would not 
countenance anything that would in any way suggest that there is a 
distinction between work and education; we would hold steadily and 





uncompromisingly that education is work, and work is education. 
We would not recognize any such view as that work is a means to 
an education in the sense that a person can work his way to an 
education, and then when he has got his education he is above 
work. We would allow that work is a means to an education only in 
the single sense that the work itself is education; that true education 
is found in the very work itself. PUR March 13, 1902, page 1.6 


Now, to employ teachers to instruct only in the recitation rooms, and 
occupy themselves with the students only in the recitation hours, 
while the students themselves must occupy themselves in recitation 
hours, and in work hours besides,—this would in itself be 
recognizing in the strongest way, by example, that there is a clear 
distinction between education and work, and that when a person 
has education sufficient to teach he may properly be exempt from 
work. This would be nothing less than the abandonment of the 
principle upon which the school is founded, and the putting of the 
mere theory in its place. And that would simply be an inconsistency 
that could be nothing less than destruction.PUR March 13, 1902, 
page 1.7 


Accordingly, the board unanimously decided that we would not 
employ as a teacher in the college any one, man or woman, who 
would not spend the work hours with the students at their work, just 
as they would spend the recitation hours with the students in their 
recitations. We easily secured a full corps of teachers who 
cheerfully do just this thing every day. One teacher goes with the 
students to the wood-yard, another to the farm, another to the tent 
factory, another to the dressmaking, etc., etc. As a matter of course, 
the results are only excellent in every way. Honest work at honest 
trades is elevated to its proper and honorable place as an essential 
of true and Christian education; and discipline amongst the students 
is greatly improved, both in the school-room and out.PUR March 
13, 1902, page 1.8 


Yet all this is but a fair beginning. It is only the first two or three 
steps toward what is yet to be. The foundation is laid; and from this 
foundation of “work an essential of Christianity, honest work at 
honest trades an essential to true and Christian education,” there is 
yet to spring the important result that these trades and occupations 





at Healdsburg College will be made in themselves so truly 
educational that they will be a valuable part of the return for the 
tuition paid; and this will be the principal element in the school’s 
becoming truly self-supporting. The work will be a true and valuable 
part of the education for which the student pays, instead of its being 
counted so unbecoming and insignificant a thing that the student 
must be paid for doing it; a thing considered so beneath the dignity 
of a student that to get him to do it he must be hired, or that he must 
be forced by need before he will do it. When the industrial 
department of a school is continually prostituted to that position, 
there is no wonder that it is a continually losing thing. How can God 
bless in a school His own blessing of labor when by the 
management of that school that blessing is accounted akin to a 
curse, if not the very original curse itself? The present board of 
Healdsburg College is not going to ask Him to. No; we are going to 
exalt to its own proper place in the Father and in the Son, the divine 
principle and divine blessing of work, honest work at honest 
callings; we are going to do our best to make the work in these 
callings worthy of the Father and of the Son and acceptable in their 
sight; then we are going to ask upon this labor the blessing of the 
Father and the Son, and we shall have it. And, while we are 
endeavoring in the fear of the Father and the Son to do this, we are 
asking their blessing, and we are having it.PUR March 13, 1902, 
page 2.1 


Another thing that inevitably grows out of this, or, rather, simply 
comes along with it, is that the school year goes on forever. And so 
the board also decided that when the school should open, last fall, 
so far as lies in us it should open never to close for any such thing 
as a vacation of three, four, or five months. It is an_ utterly 
incongruous thing to propose to conduct a school in which 
agriculture, horticulture, etc., shall be essential studies and 
occupations, and then in the very months when these things are in 
their very life and prime, have no school at all. Also to have the 
school to close and all scatter just when it is most thoroughly 
organized and in the best working order and discipline, after months 
of nerve-racking toil to get it so, and then in three or four months to 
have it all to go through again and do the same thing over again, is 
positively detrimental to the true interest and object of any school 
that has any true interest or object to attain. Under such a system 
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the wonder is that the school has done as well as it has, 
educationally. Yet, further, in going to their homes and returning to 
school many of the students spend enough money to pay no small 
share—some even the whole—of what would be required to keep 
them in the school the length of time that they are out. But worst of 
all is the implication that lies in the idea of such vacations—the 
implication that school is a sort of prison-pen that robs people of 
their freedom and wears them out, and they must be allowed a 
vacation and an opportunity to throw it all off and be “free.” But to a 
Christian school such an implication is a direct reproach. It is further 
assent to the pernicious view that busy occupation is a curse, and 
idleness a blessing. A Christian school is not so. In a Christian 
school there prevails the very spirit of freedom. And, combined with 
God’s great blessing of honest work at honest trades and 
occupations to invigorate the body, the studies, instead of being 
slavish tasks, are continually-reviving inspirations. PUR March 13, 
1902, page 2.2 


It is true that some will have to go out to work for the means to carry 
them further in their education. But with the school in continuous 
operation, they will not have to go before it becomes necessary; 
and if it is not necessary they will not have to go at all, but can 
continue their work in school until they reach the point at which they 
are aiming, and so can reach it in a shorter time. Also there are 
many who, when other schools have vacation, will be glad of the 
chance to pursue studies here. And students can enter at any 
time.PUR March 13, 1902, page 2.3 


It is certain that everything is in favor of continuous school forever, 
in Healdsburg College; and that is what we have purposed to have. 
The school is prosperous in every way so far; it is clearly paying its 
way; and we expect to have it continue so.PUR March 13, 1902, 
page 2.4 


My work and that of the college board in connection with the 
institute closed September 12. After spending a week with the 
church in Oakland, a week in the southern California teachers’ 
institute and sanitarium interests, a week at Red Bluff camp- 
meeting, and attending the opening of the college, | went to the St. 
Helena Sanitarium October 13, where | remained and worked until 
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November 24.PUR March 13, 1902, page 2.5 


ST. HELENA SANITARIUM 


The St. Helena Sanitarium, or Rural Health Retreat, was 
established as a means of presenting to the world, and to represent 
in the world, the Christian principles of health and of the treatment 
of disease. Yet it is the confirmed truth that the principles which it 
was established to represent had never been given any fair chance 
in the institution. And it is the sober truth to state that in October, 
when | went there, not a single principle for which the institution 
stands was recognized in its integrity in the institution. There was 
an empty form of things, held and presented in a vapid theory, and 
even that sadly mixed up with the forbidden fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. It took six weeks of steady work day 
and night, in prayer and presentation of the truth of the Scriptures, 
to get the atmosphere cleared of the spiritual malaria, and the 
institution renovated and turned toward the light, and firmly set in 
the right direction. But, thank the Lord, it was accomplished. All the 
time | had the hearty cooperation of Elder C. L. Taylor, which was 
invaluable. The only reason that | can not mention the board 
present in this as in the college matters, is that the board was so 
scattered—some as far east as New York City—that there was no 
possibility of getting it together. But, scattered as it was, there was 
cooperation in the work. And not only was there cooperation of the 
members of the board, but also of the president of Pacific Union 
Conference, members of the general Conference Committee, and 
of the International Medical Missionary Board. Thus there was 
secured to take up and carry to completion to take up and carry to 
completion the work already begun, Dr. A. N. Loper, who for ten 
years had been superintendent of the Nebraska Sanitarium; and Dr. 
Abbie M. Winegar, who has for years been one of the faithful and 
leading lady physicians at the Battle Creek Sanitarium. With Dr. 
Winegar there came also two standard lady nurses from the Battle 
Creek Sanitarium. And now all who have been there from the 
beginning of this work of reorganization, will certify that the 
revolution has been complete, and that the work of reorganization, 
though not by any means finished, has already made the institution 
fairly a new place. For all this we sincerely thank the Lord, and 
earnestly pray that He will continue to bless the workers there and 
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make the institution to prosper in blessing mankind with the 
knowledge of His “saving health."PUR March 13, 1902, page 2.6 


CENTRAL STATE MEETINGS 


November 29 to December 15 Elder Corliss and | held general 
meetings for the people in the central part of the state. For one 
week, day and evening, meetings were held at Fresno; and the 
other week meetings were held twice a day and evening at Hanford. 
The people were built up and greatly strengthened in the faith and 
in the work of faith and labor of love, as they themselves will 
certify.PUR March 13, 1902, page 3.1 


WEEK OF PRAYER AND PACIFIC PRESS 


The week of prayer | spent in the Pacific Press and the Oakland 
church. In the Pacific Press | conducted with the employees a daily 
study of the Christian principles of business and work in such an 
institution. This was continued not only daily through the week of 
prayer, but for a week afterward, and then three times a week until 
February 2. A good deal was accomplished, but not near as much 
as must be before that shall be the Christian institution that it is 
called to be, and that even the world knows that it ought to be. 
There is, | believe, in the management of the Press a disposition to 
have the institution thoroughly Christian in all its business and work; 
and when this is so, that thing can be brought about by persistently 
pursuing it.PUR March 13, 1902, page 3.2 


WORKERS’ CONVENTION 


Beginning December 30 and continuing to February 2 there was 
held in San Francisco a general convention of the canvassers and 
public workers of the California Conference. The object of the 
convention was to carry forward the work of reorganization in the 
affairs of the conference proper. The first two days were spent in 
getting the attendants settled in the city, and the convention 
organized for the work that was to come. The next five days being 
exactly the time between the close of the first term and the opening 
of the second in the college, the most of the teachers in the college 





12 


came down to the convention, and the five days were spent in a 
study and general view of the principles and work of Christian 
education. The next two weeks were spent in a study of the 
principles of conference work and organization. Following that for 
three days (January 20, 21, 22) the business managers, 
superintendents, etc., of our institutions in the conference were 
present, and the time was spent in the study of the work and 
relationship of the institutions, and of the principles to one another, 
to the employees, to the conference, and to the world. The rest of 
the time, January 23 to 31, was spent in a medical convention. 
About twenty of the forty doctors in the conference who are 
Seventh-day Adventists were in attendance. Dr. Kellogg and Dr. 
Paulson came from the east and spent almost the whole time with 
us. Although the convention had been good from the beginning and 
had grown better and better each successive turn, this last made 
this part of it the best of all. PUR March 13, 1902, page 3.3 


What were the results?—The convention was a grand success. The 
object of the convention was attained. Some expressions of those 
who were present have been published in the “Recorder.” | do not 
believe that there is a soul who was there who will not freely say 
that he has in every way a larger, fuller, and better view of the work 
of the third angel's message, as relates to himself, as relates to 
California, and as relates to the whole world. | do not believe that 
there is one who was present who will not say that he has a better 
and more certain view of the grand unity of the work in all its 
phases.PUR March 13, 1902, page 3.4 


With these came other results: It was found that in the California 
Conference there are about 1,230,000 people altogether; while in 
the British Isles, speaking our same language, there are about 
40,000,000 people,—about 40 there to 1 here. Among this 
1,230,000 in the California Conference there are about 3,800 
Seventh-day Adventists, while among the 40,000,000 in the British 
Isles there are only about 1,000 Seventh-day Adventists. In the 
California Conference there were about 60 workers on the pay-roll, 
to this 1,230,000 people, among whom are 3,800 Seventh-day 
Adventists; while in the British Isles there are about a dozen 
workers, to the 40,000,000 people, among whom there are about 
1,000 Seventh-day Adventists. These 60 workers were consuming 





is 


$21,000 in 8 months in their field of 1,230,000 people, while in that 
field of 40,000,000 people there could be had hardly more than half 
of $21,000 to spend in a whole year.PUR March 13, 1902, page 3.5 


Again: In the area bounded bythe Mississippi, the Ohio, and the 
Potomac Rivers, and the sea, in the United States, leaving out West 
Virginia and Florida, there are nearly 15,000,000 people, in territory 
only about one-third larger than the territory of the California 
Conference, with its 1,230,000 people. | have not the statement of 
the number of Seventh-day Adventists and workers in that area of 
the south; but | am not prepared to believe that they are more than 
are in the California Conference.PUR March 13, 1902, page 3.6 


Yet again: | took a pocket folding map of California, and, beginning 
at the northern line, | read the names of all the towns on it in each 
country to the southern line, asking what towns had not been 
worked. It was found that there were few. | then asked Brother 
Ireland, who has been in the conference office all these years, to 
make out a list of the towns in the state that have not been worked. 
He did so, county by county, towns with a population as low as 100. 
This list confirmed what we had found by the reading from the map. 
Some counties have nothing but the outlying, sparsely-settled 
country districts remaining. Some have but two or four towns 
remaining. Some have from four to seven towns remaining. The 
one county that has the largest number of towns unworked is 
Contra Costa, and the number is 9. There is one county in the state 
that has not been worked at all; it is Alpine, with a population in the 
whole county of only 500.PUR March 13, 1902, page 4.1 


By these bristling truths it was demonstrated to every one present 
that, as between the California Conference and the British Isles, 
and as between the California Conference and the south between 
the Mississippi and the Potomac, there is no sort of equality, nor 
any sort of fair proportion, of Seventh-day Adventist people, 
workers, or funds. Then it was unanimously agreed that, since the 
whole world field is but one; since the tithes are but one, for they all 
belong to God; and since we brethren are all one, we should 
immediately break up this too easy-going system of things in 
California, and go or send the means to the help of the new and 
needy fields outside of the California Conference. And those in the 
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convention, by a unanimous rising vote, passed a motion 
commissioning the conference committee to strip from the pay-roll 
the name of every one of them whose work had not brought into the 
conference fruit in fair return for the amount of means he had taken 
out of the treasury. This, for one reason, so that the funds of the 
conference treasury could be sent to fields where it could be spent 
to better advantage than it was being spent here. The conference 
committee, in council with the auditing committee, did so. About 
twenty were taken off the pay-roll. And, though some were 
surprised at first, yet | know of not one who was offended or made 
weak; on the contrary, we personally know from themselves that at 
least the great majority of them are of better courage and stronger 
than they were before, because of the courageous and honorable 
stand that they took. And | believe that all are so. In addition to this, 
those who remain on the pay-roll are looking for new fields only, 
and are finding them already outside of the California Conference. 
Brother Leland and his wife have already gone to the island of Hilo, 
of the Hawaiian group; that is altogether a new and ripe field. 
Brother Courter has gone to the south, to report to Brother Butler 
there for work wherever he can do the most. Others are preparing 
to go to the south, to Porto Rico, to France, to Chile, and to Mexico. 
We sincerely hope that soon many more will go. PUR March 13, 
1902, page 4.2 


And what then?—This: There will still be 3,760 Seventh-day 
Adventists, lovers of the truth of the third angel’s message, every 
one of whom must become an active and diligent worker, to do the 
work that remains to be done in the California Conference, when 
the ordained and licensed workers are gone. Some of these are 
gone, and others are getting ready to go. This leaves room and 
work and only you to do it. “Get ready, get ready, get ready.” Begin 
now to get ready. Scores can go out as evangelistic canvassers, to 
spread the printed truth, and to talk the truth to the lonely and 
hungry ones in the sparsely-settled districts. This is what the 
convention said is the thing to do to reach the people with the truth 
in these few and small, unworked towns and thinly-settled districts: 
while the ordained and licensed workers who have the power to 
reach and hold large assemblies go to the fields where the 
multitudes are. This is wise and true. Other scores and hundreds 
can spread the literature and speak neighborly. Christian words, 
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and do kindly, Christian acts in the communities where they live. 
And if the community where you now live is so filled that there is not 
room for work, then please move to some new field where the truth 
is not known, and you can be a light and a blessing by ministry of 
Christian words and actions.PUR March 13, 1902, page 4.3 


And has not God, for months now, been preparing you all for this 
very work and ministry? Why has the Lord brought it about that all 
of you, old and young, have been reading, studying, and 
understanding that most previous book “Christ’s Object Lessons”? 
Has this been, and is it to be, all for nothing?—Not by any means. 
No; God has a purpose in all this. He is making you ready. Will you 
be made ready? or will you dodge, shrink, fail, and—be left forever? 
He is making you ready; He is giving you a knowledge clear through 
of the book of all books best adapted to disarm prejudice and win 
souls to the truth as it is in Jesus; and the book, by the blessed 
connection which it bears, the easiest of all to introduce and sell. 
Every person who is studying that book in the Sabbath-school 
lessons is therein receiving the call from God now to His work in 
this conference, to fill the field and do the work that remains, as the 
ordained ones go on to the new fields where the multitudes 
are.PUR March 13, 1902, page 4.4 


Get ready, get ready; to the work, to the work; we are going to keep 
up this call till each individual member of the California Conference 
becomes a real, active workers or else positively refuses to do so. 
Read the following splendid words of encouragement and rich 
promise to every soul from the pen of Sister White in a late number 
of the “Review and Herald”:—PUR March 13, 1902, page 13.1 


“In every land there are thousands of souls in darkness, without the 
knowledge of the truth, souls who have never heard the last 
message of mercy to a perishing world. They know not that the end 
of all things is at hand. ‘Peace and safety’ is the cry that is sounded 
from the popular pulpits. And yet how many of God’s professed 
people are at ease in Zion! The churches in general are weak and 
dependent. They think that some one must be with them every 
Sabbath to spread for them a gospel feast. They do not realize that 
they must individually appropriate to themselves the truth that has 
been unfolded to them, and communicate its light to those who 
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know it not; and they are doing comparatively nothing, either in 
home missions or in the ‘regions beyond.’ Can you, dear brethren 
and sisters, be doers of the word of God while indifferent to the 
souls that are perishing around you? Can you listen to the truth, 
Sabbath after Sabbath, and not impart its light to others?PUR 
March 13, 1902, page 5.1 


“The church must not depend so fully as she has done in the past 
upon the ordained minister alone to carry the gospel to the world. 
God has given to every man his work. For many years he has been 
bidding his people, ‘Go work today in my vineyard.’ He calls upon 
men who understand the Scriptures to go into places where the 
message of truth has never penetrated, and there work, imparting 
to others what God has imparted to them. They can be as the salt, 
communicating saving properties to those with whom they come in 
contact.PUR March 13, 1902, page 5.2 


“The standard of truth may be raised by humble men and women; 
and the youth, and even children, may be a blessing to others, by 
revealing what the truth has done for them. God will use the most 
feeble instruments if they are wholly submitted to him. He can work 
through them to reach souls to whom the minister could not obtain 
access. In the highways and byways the lost are to be sought. With 
your Bible in your hand, with your heart warm and glowing with the 
love of God, you may go out and tell others your experience; you 
may make known to them the truth that has impressed your heart, 
praying with faith that God will make your efforts successful in their 
salvation. Communicate light, and you will have more light to 
communicate. Thus you may become laborers together with 
God.PUR March 13, 1902, page 5.3 


“God desires that His children shall make use of all their powers, 
that in working to bless others, they may grow strong in the strength 
of Jesus. You may not be learned; you may not be thought capable 
of doing a great work for God; but there are things which you can 
do. You can let your light shine forth to others. Through the prophet 
Isaiah, Christ has said: ‘Is not this the fast that | have chosen? to 
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to 
let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to 
deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are 
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cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover 
him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall 
thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring 
forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory 
of the Lord shall be thy rereward.... And if thou draw out thy soul to 
the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in 
obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday: and the Lord shall 
guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drouth, and make fat 
thy bones; and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a 
spring of water, whose waters fail not. PUR March 13, 1902, page 
5.4 


“Every one may have an understanding of the truth, and exert an 
influence for good. Then go to work, my brethren and sisters. Gain 
an experience by working for others. You may make mistakes; but 
this is not more than the most intelligent, and those in positions of 
trust, have done again and again. You will not always meet with 
success; but you can never know the result of humble, disinterested 
effort to help those who are in darkness. Through the agency of the 
Holy Spirit, you may win souls from error to truth, and in so doing 
your own souls will be filled with the love of God. Unaccustomed 
paths will open before you in your work of ministry. You will often 
have to step out of the beaten track, and, under the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance, do special work for God; but if you make Him your 
dependence, He will give you wisdom and strength according to 
your need.PUR March 13, 1902, page 5.5 


“| pray that church-members may see the peril of departing from 
God’s expressed commandment, and repent of their lifelong neglect 
of the service of Christ while professing to be His followers. If they 
would go forth as pilgrims and strangers, and make for themselves 
homes where there is work to be done, letting their light shine forth 
to those who are in darkness and error, they would then be able to 
say, ‘And of His fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.’ 
We shall receive fresh supplies of grace, as we impart to others that 
which we already have.PUR March 13, 1902, page 5.6 


“The Holy Spirit will impress upon the mind the truth that the religion 
of the Bible is a grand and precious reality. You need not only to 
assent to the truth, but to put it into practise. Let every ray of light 
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which shines from the word be heeded as the eternal truth of God. 
Then as you place your will on the Lord’s side, look around for 
some work to do for the Master. Set to work at whatever your hand 
finds to do; for it is in practising truth, in blessing others, that you 
work out your own salvation. If God works in you to will and to do of 
His good pleasure, you will cultivate those traits of character that 
every heir of heaven must possess.PUR March 13, 1902, page 5.7 


“Many have a superficial experience because they do so much for 
themselves and so little for Jesus. Intercourse with those who are in 
need of help, with the purpose of saving their souls, will lead us to 
pray for wisdom, and look to Jesus as our helper. By unselfish labor 
for others, we shall establish ourselves in the faith far more firmly 
than by listening to so many sermons. The Holy Spirit will be our 
helper, giving us arguments with which to meet opposition, and in 
all our work giving us steadfast faith and unshaken confidence. 
Thus we shall gain an experience of more value than gold, silver, or 
precious stones.PUR March 13, 1902, page 5.8 


“The Lord would awaken His church to her calling. This is to follow 
in the footsteps of Christ, and present Him to the world, that the 
world may say of His disciples, They have been with Jesus, and 
have learned of Him. Then let each engage in this work in all 
humility of mind. ‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren,’ said Christ, ‘ye have done it unto Me.’ Shall 
we not, then, without delay, go without the camp, bearing the 
reproach for Christ’s sake? In so doing we shall share largely of the 
Holy Spirit’s teaching and leading. PUR March 13, 1902, page 6.1 


“There must be no idlers in the work of God. He desires that His 
people shall engage in living missionary work, and thus be doers of 
His Word. He desires that they shall labor in love for one another; 
that they shall pray most earnestly for themselves that they may be 
branches in the Living Vine, daily drawing nourishment from Him, 
and bearing rich clusters of precious fruit. ‘Herein is My Father 
glorified,’ He says, ‘that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my 
disciples.” PUR March 13, 1902, page 6.2 


There are 54 churches in this conference. It is evident that it would 
take more than a year to visit each of these churches only once, 





19 


spending one Sabbath with each, and spending no time at anything 
else. It is plain then that it would not be economical management to 
undertake to do that. All must be equally considered. And that this 
may be done to the best advantage, and at the same time visit all 
the members of the churches, we shall hold several tent-meetings 
in the California Conference the coming summer. We want all the 
members in the district where each meeting shall be held to be sure 
to attend. By that time, we shall have many other interesting things 
to tell you. We shall also have counsel and means to help you to do 
the work that may fall to you. But do not wait till then to begin to 
work. Begin just now, so that you shall have an experience to tell 
when you come to the meeting.PUR March 13, 1902, page 6.3 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


The resolution that was adopted at the annual conference last June, 
that the conference should be held early in this year, apart from the 
annual state camp-meeting, and composed of the delegates only, 
was immediately afterward, by the counsel of the Lord, declared to 
be not the best. It is said to be not the best to so have two 
gatherings. Instead of this, we are directed to hold the annual state 
camp-meeting with delegates and all present. Let the meeting 
continue the usual length of time; but let it be occupied wholly in 
evangelistic services, and the study of principles and the work. 
Then let the camp-meeting be closed, and the people disperse if 
they choose; and let the delegates remain a sufficient number of 
days longer to hold the conference and do the conference business. 
Having had the benefit of the whole camp-meeting preceding, to 
seek the Lord in prayer and consecration, and to study all together 
principles and the work, they will be prepared to conduct the 
conference affairs better than any other way.PUR March 13, 1902, 
page 6.4 


In counseling together and with the brethren in different parts of the 
state, it has been decided to be best to hold the annual state camp- 
meeting and conference in the fall instead of in the spring, and to 
hold it somewhere in the central part of the state, instead of at 
Oakland or about San Francisco Bay, where it has been held so 
often, and so frequently in the same place. Crops and industries are 
now so variant in the state that it is though that local camp-meetings 
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are better adapted to accommodate our people in the different 
sections in the spring and summer, and that to hold the state camp- 
meeting and conference in the fall, when all crops are mostly 
harvested, will best accommodate all at once. Accordingly it has 
been so arranged for the present year. It was also thought to be of 
decided advantage to have the workers who do find new fields in 
the conference work the full season straight through unbroken, 
rather than to take so much time from the field in the very best part 
of the season for their work.PUR March 13, 1902, page 6.5 


THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THE INSTITUTIONS 


There is one more thing to mention, and this is very, very important. 
| address especially the stockholders of our institutions,—the 
college, the sanitarium, and the Pacific Press. For years it has been 
the practise for the stockholders so largely to neglect personal 
attendance at the annual meetings of these institutions that all the 
immense interests of these institutions are inevitably thrown into the 
hands of a very few men: and this year after year. This compels 
these men really to elect themselves, and this year after year. In 
some cases these few men are employees of the institution of 
which by this neglect of the stockholders they are obliged to elect 
themselves the directors. Then these men, who are both employees 
and directors, conduct the business of the institution as managers, 
superintendents, etc.: then the same individual men meet as 
directors in board meeting, and pass approvingly upon every item 
and every act of their own procedure. How could it possibly be 
expected that they would ever disapprove any act or any item of 
their own procedure? In this there is no shadow of any intimation 
that any of these brethren are dishonest. But | not only intimate, but 
say plainly, that for the stockholders—the owners—of an institution 
so to neglect their own money, and property, and business as to 
throw it bodily into such a condition year after year that there can 
not possibly be any true business inspection or examination of the 
affairs of the institution, is certainly one of the most unbusinesslike 
things that could ever occur.PUR March 13, 1902, page 6.6 


And, in addition to its being utterly unbusinesslike, it is unfaithful 
stewardship in the things which God has committed to you. God 
gave to you ability, and bestowed upon you talents. With this you 
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gained income. Then you placed tens, twenties, fifties, hundreds, or 
thousands of this income in the founding and support of these 
institutions. For this you took stock in return, which made you the 
responsible stewards of God in the work and affairs of that 
institution. And then you pass over to others all responsibility for the 
conduct of the work and affairs of that institution! Before God you 
can not do that. You could not in truth and faithfulness do it, even if 
you had given the money and had taken no token in return; how 
much less when you took tokens equivalent in return!PUR March 
13, 1902, page 7.1 


Come, now, brethren, stockholders in these institutions, please 
wake up and act like men, like men who have responsibility to God, 
like men who have an interest in the business and property which 
you yourselves own, and for the Christian conduct of which you 
have an abiding responsibility. When God gave to you ability to get 
that means (Deuteronomy 8:78), the frugality to save it, and grace 
to give it to His cause in the earth, in your bestowal of it in the 
institution where you get it, He never intended that you should 
absolutely abandon it to the management and control of men who 
had no part whatever in the work of getting it, in the saving of it, nor 
in the grace of giving it. Neither did you, nor yet the others, intend 
any such thing; this is demonstrated by the fact that the certificate 
of stock was issued to you, and you received it. This is only to say 
that the universal intention was, and the principle is, that your own 
individuality and your individual responsibility should abide with that 
money bestowed as long as you live. Then please do not abandon 
it to a few others, to be used as they choose year after year. It is 
impossible for me to believe that these institutions could ever have 
reached the disorganized state that they did reach if the 
stockholders had to any true extent carried and discharged the 
individual responsibility that attaches to them as _ stockholders. 
Please, now, awake to your true responsibility, and discharge it in 
the fear of God.PUR March 13, 1902, page 7.2 


The time will soon be here when the annual election of the boards 
of the institutions must be held. You who are stockholders please 
come to the meeting, and look into the business and management 
generally of these institutions of which you are the owners. Please 
do not pass this over to others if you can possibly be present; and 
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please make an honest effort to be present. Some of the 
stockholders are far beyond the limits of the state; some may be 
sick; some may be too old. Of course, it can not be expected that 
such as these can be present. But all who are in the state and able 
to come, please come. You are needed, and you are wanted. The 
meetings of the three institutions will be held the latter part of April 
next. The stockholders will receive due and regular notice of the 
place, the day, and the hour of the meetings. PUR March 13, 1902, 
page 7.3 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


As soon as you had elected me to the presidency of your 
conference, | decided that the first thing that | should do should be 
to get the names of all the young people in the conference between 
the ages of sixteen and twenty-two, that could be had, and write to 
each one a personal letter, and do all that could be done to get 
them into connection with the work and opportunities offered in the 
third angel's message. Brother W. S. Sadler had been chosen as 
superintendent of the young people’s work in the conference. The 
latest report that | have had from Brother Sadler is that he has the 
names of more than 500 young people, with whom he is in constant 
correspondence. These are enough to move this whole world; and 
we are going to do all that we can to get them into the true way of 
doing it.PUR March 13, 1902, page 7.4 


Now to all the Seventh-day Adventists in the territory of the 
California Conference: Never forget that you individually, as well as 
collectively, are the California Conference. It takes every one of you 
to compose the conference while you are within the territory of the 
conference. The interests of the conference are your interests; the 
work of the conference is your work; the business of the conference 
is your business—under God. The conference committee are your 
servants, appointed by you to conduct for you this business and 
work of yours—under God. You not only have the right, but it is your 
duty, to obtain an understanding of all the business and work done 
by these your servants. And wherein any one of you sees where 
what is being done can be better done, or even if you only think that 
you see it, please let us have the benefit of your views concerning 
this your own business. We sincerely desire that all the people shall 
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be actively interested and engaged in all the work of the 
conference.PUR March 13, 1902, page 7.5 


In order to bring entirely up to date this report, | will state that 
February 11-23 | spent at Healdsburg College. | gave an address 
each morning in the chapel on Christian education, and met the 
teachers each evening at 5 in studies on the same subject. In 
addition to this, | gave reading lessons to the school each day, in 
the reading of the Bible and hymns. Friday, February 21, Dr. 
Paulson came. He spoke to the students in the Home Friday 
evening and Sabbath morning, and to the young people generally in 
the church Sabbath afternoon. At the close of his sermon Sabbath 
afternoon, a call was made for all who would give themselves to 
real service to God and humanity, to pass into the vestry of the 
church. It would have done your soul good to see the stream of 
noble young people pour through the open door to that vestry. | do 
not believe there was a dry eye in the house, under this evidence of 
the moving power of the Spirit of God. Then the question was asked 
the grown people, “The young people are thus giving themselves 
for service, what will you do?” And thy promptly rose to their feet in 
token of the same consecration. It was a blessed occasion.PUR 
March 13, 1902, page 7.6 


Further, arrangements have been made by which the Health Food 
Company of St. Helena will cooperate with the college in the 
establishment of a bread bakery, the sale of health foods, and the 
fruit-canning industry. This arrangement will enable the college to 
give real and valuable work to the students, and so make room for 
more of them.PUR March 13, 1902, page 8.1 


| now leave for the Pacific Union Conference, at Portland, 
Oregon.PUR March 13, 1902, page 8.2 


Truly, Alonzo T. Jones.PUR March 13, 1902, page 8.3 


February 25, 1902.PUR March 13, 1902, page 8.4 
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March 27, 1902 


“The California Conference” Pacific Union Recorder, 1, 17, pp. 9-12. 


ATJ 


[Report submitted to the Union Conference.JPUR March 27, 1902, 
page 9.1 


At the close of the annual camp-meeting in June, ten days were 
spent with the conference workers in studying and carrying forward 
the work of reorganization that had been begun imn the annual 
meeting. Because of its being necessary for me to meet 
appointments outside of the conference—in the east and north—| 
did not really get to work in California till August 27. Then | began 
with the college and church-teachers institute at Healdsburg, 
August 27 to September 12. In this time the college board met 
almost daily to consider the interests of the institution. PUR March 
27, 1902, page 9.2 


HEALDSBURG COLLEGE 


Healdsburg College was established to be a Christian school; to be 
conducted upon Christian principles only; to give a Christian 
education only. The present board decided positively, first of all, 
that the college should be conducted strictly upon the Christian 
principles which it was founded to represent, or else not be 
conducted at all—this for the reason that if this college is to be 
conducted as are the colleges of the world and to give a worldly 
education, then it is not needed at all; the time, means, and effort 
spent can be employed to far better advantage; and, besides, it is 
not fair to the youth who might attend, because a worldly institution 
can give a worldly education far better than can one that professes 
to be Christian and is worldly.PUR March 27, 1902, page 9.3 


As Christianity means work (John 5:17; 2 Thessalonians 3:10), 
work is an essential of a Christian school: an essential of Christian 
education; and all honest employment is equally honorable and 
equally Christian (Titus 3:74, margin). Accordingly, next it was 
decided that every appropriate trade that could possibly be brought 
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in, should be brought in as soon as possible. This action by the 
board was particularly necessary because this college was then 
farther behind in the use of the trades than it was fourteen years 
ago.PUR March 27, 1902, page 9.4 


Fourteen years ago, the last school year that | was here before 
leaving the state, the college had a blacksmith shop and a shoe 
shop with tent-making and printing, also farming. At this meeting of 
the board last September we found that there was no shoe shop, 
and the blacksmith shop had been annihilated several years before; 
the bellows was in an attic, the anvil was in the engine room, some 
of the tools were scattered everywhere, the rest of them were 
nowhere, and the shop itself was crammed full of cord-wood. In 
those years—four years ago—broom-making had been brought in. 
Since the opening of the present school year a blacksmith and 
wagon and buggy repairing shop has been set up, well equipped, 
and with a first-class Christian blacksmith in charge. Also painting, 
not only house painting but carriage painting as well, as a regular 
trade, has been established, with a thoroughly competent leader 
and instructor in charge. A good Christian shopmaker, able to teach 
his trade to others; also a good Christian carpenter, live, active, 
intelligent, and thorough in the trade and able to teach it—these two 
are especially wanted now. We have been trying to get them, but so 
far have found none. As the school stands to-day, the trades and 
occupations that are actually in operation, in which work and 
instruction are given daily to the students, are: Cooking, dress- 
making, blacksmithing, printing, painting, tent-making, farming, 
broom-making, nursing. The trades that are wanted just now are 
carpentry, shoemaking, baking, upholstery, of the strictly Christian 
sort.PUR March 27, 1902, page 9.5 


Further: Since work is an essential of Christianity, and so of 
Christian education, the board decided that we would not 
countenance anything that would in any way suggest that there is a 
distinction between work and education; we would hold steadily and 
uncompromisingly that education is work, and work is education. 
We would not recognize any such view as that work is a means to 
an education in the sense that a person can work his way to an 
education, and then when he has got his education he is above 
work. We would allow that work is a means to an education only in 
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the single sense that the work itself is education; that true education 
is found in the very work itself. PUR March 27, 1902, page 9.6 


Now, to employ teachers to instruct only in the recitation rooms, and 
occupy themselves with the students only in the recitation hours, 
while the students themselves must occupy themselves in recitation 
hours, and in work hours besides,—this would in itself be 
recognizing in the strongest way, by example, that there is a clear 
distinction between education and work, and that when a person 
has education sufficient to teach he may properly be exempt from 
work. This would be nothing less than the abandonment of the 
principle upon which the school is founded, and the putting of the 
mere theory in its place. And that would simply be an inconsistency 
that could be nothing less than destruction.PUR March 27, 1902, 
page 9.7 


Accordingly, the board unanimously decided that we would not 
employ as a teacher in the college any one, man or woman, who 
would not spend the work hours with the students at their work, just 
as they would spend the recitation hours with the students in their 
recitations. We easily secured a full corps of teachers who 
cheerfully do just this thing every day. One teacher goes with the 
students to the wood-yard, another to the farm, another to the tent 
factory, another to the dressmaking, etc., etc. As a matter of course, 
the results are only excellent in every way. Honest work at honest 
trades is elevated to its proper and honorable place as an essential 
of true and Christian education; and discipline amongst the students 
is greatly improved, both in the school-room and out.PUR March 
27, 1902, page 10.1 


Yet all this is but a fair beginning. It is only the first two or three 
steps toward what is yet to be. The foundation is laid; and from this 
foundation of “work an essential of Christianity, honest work at 
honest trades an essential to true and Christian education,” there is 
yet to spring the important result that these trades and occupations 
at Healdsburg College will be made in themselves so _ truly 
educational that they will be a valuable part of the return for the 
tuition paid; and this will be the principal element in the school’s 
becoming truly self-supporting. The work will be a true and valuable 
part of the education for which the student pays, instead of its being 
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counted so unbecoming and insignificant a thing that the student 
must be paid for doing it; a thing considered so beneath the dignity 
of a student that to get him to do it he must be hired, or that he must 
be forced by need before he will do it. When the _ industrial 
department of a school is continually prostituted to that position, 
there is no wonder that it is a continually losing thing. How can God 
bless in a school His own blessing of labor when by the 
management of that school that blessing is accounted akin to a 
curse, if not the very original curse itself? The present board of 
Healdsburg College is not going to ask Him to. No; we are going to 
exalt to its own proper place in the Father and in the Son, the divine 
principle and divine blessing of work, honest work at honest 
callings; we are going to do our best to make the work in these 
callings worthy of the Father and of the Son and acceptable in their 
sight; then we are going to ask upon this labor the blessing of the 
Father and the Son, and we shall have it. And, while we are 
endeavoring in the fear of the Father and the Son to do this, we are 
asking their blessing, and we are having it-PUR March 27, 1902, 
page 10.2 


Another thing that inevitably grows out of this, or, rather, simply 
comes along with it, is that the school year goes on forever. And so 
the board also decided that when the school should open, last fall, 
so far as lies in us it should open never to close for any such thing 
as a vacation of three, four, or five months. It is an_ utterly 
incongruous thing to propose to conduct a school in which 
agriculture, horticulture, etc., shall be essential studies and 
occupations, and then in the very months when these things are in 
their very life and prime, have no school at all. Also to have the 
school to close and all scatter just when it is most thoroughly 
organized and in the best working order and discipline, after months 
of nerve-racking toil to get it so, and then in three or four months to 
have it all to go through again and do the same thing over again, is 
positively detrimental to the true interest and object of any school 
that has any true interest or object to attain. Under such a system 
the wonder is that the school has done as well as it has, 
educationally. Yet, further, in going to their homes and returning to 
school many of the students spend enough money to pay no small 
share—some even the whole—of what would be required to keep 
them in the school the length of time that they are out. But worst of 
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all is the implication that lies in the idea of such vacations—the 
implication that school is a sort of prison-pen that robs people of 
their freedom and wears them out, and they must be allowed a 
vacation and an opportunity to throw it all off and be “free.” But to a 
Christian school such an implication is a direct reproach. It is further 
assent to the pernicious view that busy occupation is a curse, and 
idleness a blessing. A Christian school is not so. In a Christian 
school there prevails the very spirit of freedom. And, combined with 
God’s great blessing of honest work at honest trades and 
occupations to invigorate the body, the studies, instead of being 
slavish tasks, are continually-reviving inspirations. PUR March 27, 
1902, page 10.3 


It is true that some will have to go out to work for the means to carry 
them further in their education. But with the school in continuous 
operation, they will not have to go before it becomes necessary; 
and if it is not necessary they will not have to go at all, but can 
continue their work in school until they reach the point at which they 
are aiming, and so can reach it in a shorter time. Also there are 
many who, when other schools have vacation, will be glad of the 
chance to pursue studies here. And students can enter at any 
time.PUR March 27, 1902, page 10.4 


It is certain that everything is in favor of continuous school forever, 
in Healdsburg College; and that is what we have purposed to have. 
The school is prosperous in every way so far; it is clearly paying its 
way; and we expect to have it continue so.PUR March 27, 1902, 
page 10.5 


My work and that of the college board in connection with the 
institute closed September 12. After spending a week with the 
church in Oakland, a week in the southern California teachers’ 
institute and sanitarium interests, a week at Red Bluff camp- 
meeting, and attending the opening of the college, | went to the St. 
Helena Sanitarium October 13, where | remained and worked until 
November 24.PUR March 27, 1902, page 10.6 


ST. HELENA SANITARIUM 


The St. Helena Sanitarium, or Rural Health Retreat, was 
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established as a means of presenting to the world, and to represent 
in the world, the Christian principles of health and of the treatment 
of disease. Yet it is the confirmed truth that the principles which it 
was established to represent had never been given any fair chance 
in the institution. And it is the sober truth to state that in October, 
when | went there, not a single principle for which the institution 
stands was recognized in its integrity in the institution. There was 
an empty form of things, held and presented in a vapid theory, and 
even that sadly mixed up with the forbidden fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. It took six weeks of steady work day 
and night, in prayer and presentation of the truth of the Scriptures, 
to get the atmosphere cleared of the spiritual malaria, and the 
institution renovated and turned toward the light, and firmly set in 
the right direction. But, thank the Lord, it was accomplished. All the 
time | had the hearty cooperation of Elder C. L. Taylor, which was 
invaluable. The only reason that | can not mention the board 
present in this as in the college matters, is that the board was so 
scattered—some as far east as New York City—that there was no 
possibility of getting it together. But, scattered as it was, there was 
cooperation in the work. And not only was there cooperation of the 
members of the board, but also of the president of Pacific Union 
Conference, members of the general Conference Committee, and 
of the International Medical Missionary Board. Thus there was 
secured to take up and carry to completion to take up and carry to 
completion the work already begun, Dr. A. N. Loper, who for ten 
years had been superintendent of the Nebraska Sanitarium; and Dr. 
Abbie M. Winegar, who has for years been one of the faithful and 
leading lady physicians at the Battle Creek Sanitarium. With Dr. 
Winegar there came also two standard lady nurses from the Battle 
Creek Sanitarium. And now all who have been there from the 
beginning of this work of reorganization, will certify that the 
revolution has been complete, and that the work of reorganization, 
though not by any means finished, has already made the institution 
fairly a new place. For all this we sincerely thank the Lord, and 
earnestly pray that He will continue to bless the workers there and 
make the institution to prosper in blessing mankind with the 
knowledge of His “saving health.”"PUR March 27, 1902, page 11.1 


CENTRAL STATE MEETING 
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November 29 to December 15 Elder Corliss and | held general 
meetings for the people in the central part of the state. For one 
week, day and evening, meetings were held at Fresno; and the 
other week meetings were held twice a day and evening at Hanford. 
The people were built up and greatly strengthened in the faith and 
in the work of faith and labor of love, as they themselves will 
certify.PUR March 27, 1902, page 11.2 


WEEK OF PRAYER AND PACIFIC PRES 


The week of prayer | spent in the Pacific Press and the Oakland 
church. In the Pacific Press | conducted with the employees a daily 
study of the Christian principles of business and work in such an 
institution. This was continued not only daily through the week of 
prayer, but for a week afterward, and then three times a week until 
February 2. A good deal was accomplished, but not near as much 
as must be before that shall be the Christian institution that it is 
called to be, and that even the world knows that it ought to be. 
There is, | believe, in the management of the Press a disposition to 
have the institution thoroughly Christian in all its business and work; 
and when this is so, that thing can be brought about by persistently 
pursuing it-PUR March 27, 1902, page 11.3 


WORKERS’ CONVENTION 


Beginning December 30 and continuing to February 2 there was 
held in San Francisco a general convention of the canvassers and 
public workers of the California Conference. The object of the 
convention was to carry forward the work of reorganization in the 
affairs of the conference proper. The first two days were spent in 
getting the attendants settled in the city, and the convention 
organized for the work that was to come. The next five days being 
exactly the time between the close of the first term and the opening 
of the second in the college, the most of the teachers in the college 
came down to the convention, and the five days were spent in a 
study and general view of the principles and work of Christian 
education. The next two weeks were spent in a study of the 
principles of conference work and organization. Following that for 
three days (January 20, 21, 22) the business managers, 
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superintendents, etc., of our institutions in the conference were 
present, and the time was spent in the study of the work and 
relationship of the institutions, and of the principles to one another, 
to the employees, to the conference, and to the world. The rest of 
the time, January 23 to 31, was spent in a medical convention. 
About twenty of the forty doctors in the conference who are 
Seventh-day Adventists were in attendance. Dr. Kellogg and Dr. 
Paulson came from the east and spent almost the whole time with 
us. Although the convention had been good from the beginning and 
had grown better and better each successive turn, this last made 
this part of it the best of all. PUR March 27, 1902, page 11.4 


What were the results?—The convention was a grand success. The 
object of the convention was attained. Some expressions of those 
who were present have been published in the “Recorder.” | do not 
believe that there is a soul who was there who will not freely say 
that he has in every way a larger, fuller, and better view of the work 
of the third angel’s message, as relates to himself, as relates to 
California, and as relates to the whole world. | do not believe that 
there is one who was present who will not say that he has a better 
and more certain view of the grand unity of the work in all its 
phases.PUR March 27, 1902, page 11.5 


With these came other results: It was found that in the California 
Conference there are about 1,230,000 people altogether; while in 
the British Isles, speaking our same language, there are about 
40,000,000 people,—about 40 there to 1 here. Among this 
1,230,000 in the California Conference there are about 3,800 
Seventh-day Adventists, while among the 40,000,000 in the British 
Isles there are only about 1,000 Seventh-day Adventists. In the 
California Conference there were about 60 workers on the pay-roll, 
to this 1,230,000 people, among whom are 3,800 Seventh-day 
Adventists; while in the British Isles there are about a dozen 
workers, to the 40,000,000 people, among whom there are about 
1,000 Seventh-day Adventists. These 60 workers were consuming 
$21,000 in 8 months in their field of 1,230,000 people, while in that 
field of 40,000,000 people there could be had hardly more than half 
of $21,000 to spend in a whole year.PUR March 27, 1902, page 
11.6 





32 


Again: In the area bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio, and the 
Potomac Rivers, and the sea, in the United States, leaving out West 
Virginia and Florida, there are nearly 15,000,000 people, in territory 
only about one-third larger than the territory of the California 
Conference, with its 1,230,000 people. | have not the statement of 
the number of Seventh-day Adventists and workers in that area of 
the south; but | am not prepared to believe that they are more than 
are in the California Conference.PUR March 27, 1902, page 12.1 


Yet again: | took a pocket folding map of California, and, beginning 
at the northern line, | read the names of all the towns on it in each 
country to the southern line, asking what towns had not been 
worked. It was found that there were few. | then asked Brother 
Ireland, who has been in the conference office all these years, to 
make out a list of the towns in the state that have not been worked. 
He did so, county by county, towns with a population as low as 100. 
This list confirmed what we had found by the reading from the map. 
Some counties have nothing but the outlying, sparsely-settled 
country districts remaining. Some have but two or four towns 
remaining. Some have from four to seven towns remaining. The 
one county that has the largest number of towns unworked is 
Contra Costa, and the number is 9. There is one county in the state 
that has not been worked at all; it is Alpine, with a population in the 
whole county of only 500.PUR March 27, 1902, page 12.2 


By these bristling truths it was demonstrated to every one present 
that, as between the California Conference and the British Isles, 
and as between the California Conference and the south between 
the Mississippi and the Potomac, there is no sort of equality, nor 
any sort of fair proportion, of Seventh-day Adventist people, 
workers, or funds. Then it was unanimously agreed that, since the 
whole world field is but one; since the tithes are but one, for they all 
belong to God; and since we brethren are all one, we should 
immediately break up this too easy-going system of things in 
California, and go or send the means to the help of the new and 
needy fields outside of the California Conference. And those in the 
convention, by a unanimous rising vote, passed a motion 
commissioning the conference committee to strip from the pay-roll 
the name of every one of them whose work had not brought into the 
conference fruit in fair return for the amount of means he had taken 
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out of the treasury. This, for one reason, so that the funds of the 
conference treasury could be sent to fields where it could be spent 
to better advantage than it was being spent here. The conference 
committee, in council with the auditing committee, did so. About 
twenty were taken off the pay-roll. And, though some were 
surprised at first, yet | know of not one who was offended or made 
weak; on the contrary, we personally know from themselves that at 
least the great majority of them are of better courage and stronger 
than they were before, because of the courageous and honorable 
stand that they took. And | believe that all are so. In addition to this, 
those who remain on the pay-roll are looking for new fields only, 
and are finding them already outside of the California Conference. 
Brother Leland and his wife have already gone to the island of Hilo, 
of the Hawaiian group; that is altogether a new and ripe field. 
Brother Courter has gone to the south, to report to Brother Butler 
there for work wherever he can do the most. Others are preparing 
to go to the south, to Porto Rico, to France, to Chile, and to Mexico. 
We sincerely hope that soon many more will go.PUR March 27, 
1902, page 12.3 


And what then?—This: There will still be 3,760 Seventh-day 
Adventists, lovers of the truth of the third angel’s message, every 
one of whom must become an active and diligent worker, to do the 
work that remains to be done in the California Conference, when 
the ordained and licensed workers are gone. Some of these are 
gone, and others are getting ready to go. This leaves room and 
work and only you to do it. “Get ready, get ready, get ready.” Begin 
now to get ready. Scores can go out as evangelistic canvassers, to 
spread the printed truth, and to talk the truth to the lonely and 
hungry ones in the sparsely-settled districts. This is what the 
convention said is the thing to do to reach the people with the truth 
in these few and small, unworked towns and thinly-settled districts: 
while the ordained and licensed workers who have the power to 
reach and hold large assemblies go to the fields where the 
multitudes are. This is wise and true. Other scores and hundreds 
can spread the literature and speak neighborly. Christian words, 
and do kindly, Christian acts in the communities where they live. 
And if the community where you now live is so filled that there is not 
room for work, then please move to some new field where the truth 
is not known, and you can be a light and a blessing by ministry of 
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Christian words and actions.PUR March 27, 1902, page 12.4 


And has not God, for months now, been preparing you all for this 
very work and ministry? Why has the Lord brought it about that all 
of you, old and young, have been reading, studying, and 
understanding that most previous book “Christ's Object Lessons”? 
Has this been, and is it to be, all for nothing?—Not by any means. 
No; God has a purpose in all this. He is making you ready. Will you 
be made ready? or will you dodge, shrink, fail, and—be left forever? 
He is making you ready; He is giving you a knowledge clear through 
of the book of all books best adapted to disarm prejudice and win 
souls to the truth as it is in Jesus; and the book, by the blessed 
connection which it bears, the easiest of all to introduce and sell. 
Every person who is studying that book in the Sabbath-school 
lessons is therein receiving the call from God now to His work in 
this conference, to fill the field and do the work that remains, as the 
ordained ones go on to the new fields where the multitudes 
are.PUR March 27, 1902, page 12.5 


Get ready, get ready; to the work, to the work; we are going to keep 
up this call till each individual member of the California Conference 
becomes a real, active workers or else positively refuses to do 
so.PUR March 27, 1902, page 13.1 


There are 54 churches in this conference. It is evident that it would 
take more than a year to visit each of these churches only once, 
spending one Sabbath with each, and spending no time at anything 
else. It is plain then that it would not be economical management to 
undertake to do that. All must be equally considered. And that this 
may be done to the best advantage, and at the same time visit all 
the members of the churches, we shall hold several tent-meetings 
in the California Conference the coming summer. We want all the 
members in the district where each meeting shall be held to be sure 
to attend. By that time, we shall have many other interesting things 
to tell you. We shall also have counsel and means to help you to do 
the work that may fall to you. But do not wait till then to begin to 
work. Begin just now, so that you shall have an experience to tell 
when you come to the meeting.PUR March 27, 1902, page 13.2 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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The resolution that was adopted at the annual conference last June, 
that the conference should be held early in this year, apart from the 
annual state camp-meeting, and composed of the delegates only, 
was immediately afterward, by the counsel of the Lord, declared to 
be not the best. It is said to be not the best to so have two 
gatherings. Instead of this, we are directed to hold the annual state 
camp-meeting with delegates and all present. Let the meeting 
continue the usual length of time; but let it be occupied wholly in 
evangelistic services, and the study of principles and the work. 
Then let the camp-meeting be closed, and the people disperse if 
they choose; and let the delegates remain a sufficient number of 
days longer to hold the conference and do the conference business. 
Having had the benefit of the whole camp-meeting preceding, to 
seek the Lord in prayer and consecration, and to study all together 
principles and the work, they will be prepared to conduct the 
conference affairs better than any other way.PUR March 27, 1902, 
page 13.3 


In counseling together and with the brethren in different parts of the 
state, it has been decided to be best to hold the annual state camp- 
meeting and conference in the fall instead of in the spring, and to 
hold it somewhere in the central part of the state, instead of at 
Oakland or about San Francisco Bay, where it has been held so 
often, and so frequently in the same place. Crops and industries are 
now so variant in the state that it is though that local camp-meetings 
are better adapted to accommodate our people in the different 
sections in the spring and summer, and that to hold the state camp- 
meeting and conference in the fall, when all crops are mostly 
harvested, will best accommodate all at once. Accordingly it has 
been so arranged for the present year. It was also thought to be of 
decided advantage to have the workers who do find new fields in 
the conference work the full season straight through unbroken, 
rather than to take so much time from the field in the very best part 
of the season for their work.PUR March 27, 1902, page 13.4 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


As soon as you had elected me to the presidency of your 
conference, | decided that the first thing that | should do should be 
to get the names of all the young people in the conference between 





36 


the ages of sixteen and twenty-two, that could be had, and write to 
each one a personal letter, and do all that could be done to get 
them into connection with the work and opportunities offered in the 
third angel's message. Brother W. S. Sadler had been chosen as 
superintendent of the young people’s work in the conference.PUR 
March 27, 1902, page 13.5 


The latest report that | have had from Brother Sadler is that he has 
the names of more than 500 young people, with whom he is in 
constant correspondence. These are enough to move this whole 
world; and we are going to do all that we can to get them into the 
true way of doing it.PUR March 27, 1902, page 13.6 


In order to bring entirely up to date this report, | will state that 
February 11-23 | spent at Healdsburg College. | gave an address 
each morning in the chapel on Christian education, and met the 
teachers each evening at 5 in studies on the same subject. In 
addition to this, | gave reading lessons to the school each day, in 
the reading of the Bible and hymns. Friday, February 21, Dr. 
Paulson came. He spoke to the students in the Home Friday 
evening and Sabbath morning, and to the young people generally in 
the church Sabbath afternoon. At the close of his sermon Sabbath 
afternoon, a call was made for all who would give themselves to 
real service to God and humanity, to pass into the vestry of the 
church. It would have done your soul good to see the stream of 
noble young people pour through the open door to that vestry. | do 
not believe there was a dry eye in the house, under this evidence of 
the moving power of the Spirit of God. Then the question was asked 
the grown people, “The young people are thus giving themselves 
for service, what will you do?” And thy promptly rose to their feet in 
token of the same consecration. It was a blessed occasion.PUR 
March 27, 1902, page 13.7 


Further, arrangements have been made by which the Health Food 
Company of St. Helena will cooperate with the college in the 
establishment of a bread bakery, the sale of health foods, and the 
fruit-canning industry. This arrangement will enable the college to 
give real and valuable work to the students, and so make room for 
more of them.PUR March 27, 1902, page 13.8 
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Alonzo T. Jones, President. 
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May 22, 1902 


“California Conference. The Petaluma Camp-meeting” Pacific Union 
Recorder, 1, 21, p. 16. 


ATJ 


We wish to call attention especially to the camp-meeting to be held 
in Petaluma June 5 to 15. We are doing, and shall do, all that we 
possibly can to make this camp-meeting the very best. It shall be 
the best that we can possibly make it, whether it be attended by 
many or few, but as certainly as it shall be such a meeting you do 
not want to miss it, and we do not want you to miss it. PUR May 22, 
1902, page 16.1 


In my report sent to you two months ago, | called attention to the 
impossibility of my visiting every church in the conference, and 
therefore must depend on local camp-meetings and general 
meetings to meet all the people. This coming meeting at Petaluma 
is intended to be the general meeting for our people in Sonoma 
Valley, Napa Valley, San Francisco, and Oakland, and the whole 
bay district. PUR May 22, 1902, page 16.2 


| very much desire that all our people in these regions shall come to 
the Petaluma meeting. | want to meet you all. There is much to tell 
you concerning our work in this conference and in others parts of 
the world. | want you to know all about the condition, the workings, 
and the prosperity of the Healdsburg College and the church- 
schools,—Christian education in the conference,—and | want you to 
know all about the condition, workings, and prosperity of the St. 
Helena Sanitarium, of the branch sanitariums, and the health-food 
enterprise,—medical missionary work.PUR May 22, 1902, page 
16.3 


These great subjects of Christian education and medical missionary 
work will be studied in the course of the meeting, in addition to the 
all-important matters of practical Christian experience in the daily 
life. PUR May 22, 1902, page 16.4 


Please come. This work in California is your work. This cause in 
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California is your cause. Please come and let us consider it 
together before God, that we may know how best to do it. The Lord 
is putting into His cause new life and power. You want this new life 
and power in you. Come to this camp-meeting, where we can seek 
God together, and all together can know what are the leadings of 
God in His great work just now. Do not let anything keep you away 
all the time. If you can not possibly be present all the time, let 
nothing prevent you from being there over one of the two Sabbaths 
of this meeting.PUR May 22, 1902, page 16.5 


| hope to see you all at the camp-meeting in Petaluma.PUR May 
22, 1902, page 16.6 


Alonzo T. Jones.PUR May 22, 1902, page 16.7 
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